Strasbourg, 4 October 2017

To:

Mr Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation
Mr Dmitry Medvedev, Prime Minister of the Russian Federation
Mr Vladimir Medinsky, Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation

We, Members of the European Parliament, are writing to you in order to express our strong protest
regarding the arrest of and the charges put against Kirill Serebrennikov, a prominent Russian theatre and
film director, the artistic director of the Gogol Centre, a progressive and liberal minded theatre of Moscow.
We wish to join our voices to the appeals of dozens of leading figures in Russia’s cultural world, the
petitions and open calls of such bodies as the European Film Academy as well as the protests of hundreds
and thousands of ordinary theatregoers Muscovites.
We all concur with the view that the accusations against Kirill Serebrennikov and his on-going trial
is a politically motivated act, which aims to silence an artist whose views and productions openly criticised
a lot of what is going on in Russia of today.
We deeply regret to learn that despite the fact that he cooperated fully with the investigation, the
court ruling was such that Kirill Serebrennikov will stay under house arrest until 19 October, he is allowed
to see only the closest family members, does not have an access to internet and has to wear an ankle tag
all the time. Above all, it is the most shocking for us to hear that Kirill Serebrennikov now faces up to 10
years in prison.
With this letter, we are calling yet again upon the government of the Russian Federation to
immediately release Kirill Serebrennikov and drop all the charges against him.
Finally, we sincerely wish to encourage the Russian authorities to learn from grave lessons of the
past and refrain from all forms of intimidation against open mind and independent opinion. This is the only

way of building a viable and progressive society in Russia, as much as in any part of the world, but not the
repressions and fear.
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